point your feet
on a new path

Bignor Hill and Houghton Forest
Distance: 9 km=5½ miles

easy-to-moderate walking

Region: West Sussex

Date written: 9-jul-2015

Author: Sackboot

Last update: 20-mar-2022

Refreshments: Whiteways Lodge
Map: Explorer 121 (Arundel) but the map in this guide should be sufficient
Problems, changes? We depend on your feedback: feedback@fancyfreewalks.org
Public rights are restricted to printing, copying or distributing this document exactly as
seen here, complete and without any cutting or editing. See Principles on main webpage.

Woodland, high hills, views

In Brief
This walk is an absolute classic, and you can see the reason: it has the
ingredients of great views without climbing and wonderful woodland on the
return. So the route used here has none of the usual FFW trickiness. It is
short and easy and hugely rewarding, especially recommended for those
who want a pleasant half-day in the South Downs or maybe those who want
an introduction to this part of England. For those latter: you will be smitten!
There are some nettles and scratchy undergrowth on the path at the start of
the walk, so shorts are not advisable. The paths are all firm and fairly dry
(certainly in the summer), so trainers or walking shoes are usually fine.
This walk is perfect with your dog too.

WC

The walk begins at the Whiteways Lodge car park in West Sussex, just
north of Arundel on the A29. A moderate hourly charge applies. The
postcode is BN18 9FD. The car park closes at 8pm or perhaps at dusk in
the winter (always check the notice at the entrance). It has a wc [Mar 2022
closed!?] and a café. For more details, see at the end of this text (
Getting There).
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The Walk
1

Starting at the Whiteways Lodge car park, walk to the end, parallel with the
main road on your right, on a grassy path, passing a water trough. Keep to
the main path as it winds through trees and runs beside a field on your
right. Always stay beside the field, ignoring a waymarker on your left,
bearing right at another waymarker. After nearly 1 km, your path comes out
to a crossing path by a 4-way fingerpost. Ignoring a wide farm track sharp
left, veer left on a wide track, part of the South Downs Way long-distance
footpath.

2

The path quickly breaks free of the trees and runs in the open with great
views all around. Ahead to your left is Bignor Hill, recognisable from its two
transmitters, and on the left Houghton Forest, both on your route. The sea
at Bognor is visible behind you. Stay on this ancient flint-lined trackway up
to the top of Westburton Hill where you have views north towards Petworth
and Black Down (seen end-on). You pass some large corrugated barns
and, just after them, you come to a junction of paths.

3

Turn left at a fingerpost on a track which immediately bends right. At the
next fingerpost, the track veers left uphill. At the top of the slope, turn
sharp right as directed by the fingerpost. The path gradually rises with
great views on your right. You pass Toby's stone, a mounting block
dedicated to the master of the Cowdray Hunt, and a National Trust sign for
Slindon Estate. This section is also used (in reverse direction) by the Bignor
walk in this series. Finally you come to Bignor Hill where you meet a NT
noticeboard, a tarmac lane and a car park. Straight ahead is a very large 4-
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way fingerpost, partly written in Latin (Noviomagus Reginorum is presentday Chichester).
4

Pass to the right of the big fingerpost, immediately fork left at another
fingerpost, but at once leave the track by going straight ahead through a
small wooden gate (avoidable through an adjoining wide gap). There is a
shorter way back but you’ll want to linger just a little on this beautiful Bignor / Bury
Hill. Keep to this pleasant grassy path with woodland close by on your left.

In 80m, fork left, as directed by a marker post. In another 100m
unexpectedly you arrive at a 4-way fingerpost. Turn sharp left here through
a wood, shortly going through a small wooden gate. Once out of the wood,
keep ahead, joining a track, passing a seat and reaching another fingerpost
at a junction of paths.
5

Go straight over the junction with the woodland on your right (possibly
making use of the seat carved out of a tree trunk). Your path goes past a
clearing, over a farm track and finally into Houghton Forest at a large
Forestry Commission sign. In 250m, avoid a left turn at a marker post and
avoid another in 500m. Rather mysteriously, this section of Houghton Forest is
called “The Denture”. Your path goes through a small clearing and meets a
3-way fingerpost with a junction on the right: go straight on regardless.
About 200m further, at another small clearing there is another fingerpost
indicating a fork: take the left fork.

6

In about 300m, there's another waymarker as your path goes over a narrow
crossing path. The chalky path descends gently for another 350m through
a fine section of forest with ash, yew, maple and finally beeches. [Dec 2019
– Mar 2022: care! there's forestry work in progress, due to ash die back, with
diversions, and quite a lot of churned-up mud here.] Your path crosses a wide

track and, in 40m, meets another track. Veer right to join this track. Follow
this stony path, slightly uphill, under tall beeches, and follow it for ½ km,
avoiding any minor turnings off. Your path goes past what looks like a bank
of earth but is actually a tree trunk covered in earth. Keep straight ahead
all the time. Finally the path comes out to the Whiteways Lodge car park
next to the café and loos (?), where the walk began.

Getting there
By car: The large Whiteways Lodge car
park is just before the large roundabout
on the A29 road 3 miles north of
Arundel, 6 miles south of Pulborough.
In the unlikely case of no space
available, there are other car parks
nearby (see map).
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